
B R I N G I N G  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  B A C K  T O G E T H E R
“As the pandemic eased in our community and we emerged from isolation, 

the Sawyer Free Library brought people together to celebrate our heritage, 

play together, and nurture young readers.  Our community partners 

and program participants expressed relief and gratitude for being 

able to be back in person together safely.” - Jenny Benedict, Library Director
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This was a very active year for our Sawyer Free Library.  In 2022, the Library hosted a rich variety of in-person 

programming, events, and resources. The variety included STEM-tastic Thursdays for kids, a powerful education 

series on healthy cognitive aging, the “GloCon” celebration of comics and creativity, and tours  

of the beautifully restored Saunders House murals. There were talks by local authors, workshops and  

events around Gloucester’s 400th anniversary celebration, and much more. This year, the Library also acted  

as the school library for the students of Veterans Memorial School, temporarily located down the street at  

St. Ann’s, by welcoming them for weekly class visits. The students and the Library staff alike very much enjoyed 

these visits! With all these activities, and with all the help they give to people day to day, the Library staff does  

a wonderful job of meeting people where they are and helping guide them toward where they want to be.  

We owe Library Director Jenny Benedict and her team a tremendous thank you for their commitment to our 

Gloucester community.

This year, we have made great progress on our renovation and expansion project. As you know, the aging 

Library building on Dale Avenue has had serious deficiencies for a long time. The building systems (HVAC, 

fire suppression, etc.)  are at the end of their useful life. As these systems inevitably fail, they jeopardize the 

 LETTER  
from the President  
our Board of Trustees

With all the help they give to people day to day, the 

Library staff does a wonderful job of meeting people 

where they are and helping guide them toward where  

they want to be - these services are vital to  

our community. 

continuity of our public hours and our services.  Also, the building layout compromises public 

safety and has restricted accessibility for many visitors.  Finally, and critically, the present public 

spaces are insufficient for current uses and not suited for the technology of today and tomorrow. 

We on the Board of Trustees have been working very hard for more than five years on the vision  

and design of a newly renovated and expanded Sawyer Free Library. Throughout this time, we 

have sought input from the community on what they think a 21st century library should be. 

This fall, our design work for the project is nearing completion and we have hired W.T. Rich 

Company of Beverly, MA as the construction manager. A major milestone was reached in 

October, when the Gloucester City Council unanimously approved a loan order for $29 million 

that will finance the project costs. This loan will allow the City of Gloucester to accept a $9.3 

million construction grant from the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners. A detailed 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed by Mayor Verga and by me as President 

of the Library Board.  The MOU clarifies the City’s and the Library’s responsibilities during this 

busy time.  The Library is committed to a vigorous fundraising campaign to completely fund the 

project.  We have already raised more than half of the project costs through a combination of 

grants, donations and pledges. Please visit our website, sawyerfree2025.org to donate  

or to volunteer to support our new Library project.

Another important achievement this fall was the setting up and opening of a welcoming 

temporary Library location in downtown Gloucester’s West End. We call this temporary  

location SFL at 21 Main St. For the next two years during construction, SFL at 21 Main Street  

will be your Library location. Please come by and check out this small but mighty 

temporary version of the Sawyer Free Library!

Thanks to all of you for your support of our Library.

Marion H. Sibley, President 
Gloucester Lyceum & Sawyer Free Library
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CAPITAL
Project

The Sawyer Free Library 2025 will be a source of pride for our community. 

This new 21st-century Sawyer Free Library will be a center of intellectual and social engagement for our 

community. It will inspire learning, drive development, grow social capital, cultivate leadership and create 

opportunities. The project will exemplify what a modern-day community space can and should be regarding 

architecture, sustainability, technology, and public safety.

The Sawyer Free Library 2025 will fully renovate the existing 1976 wing and double the Library’s size  

with an approximately 12,500-foot addition. The space will be designed for collaboration, creativity,  

and life-long learning featuring a digital makerspace, a 100-seat community room with state-of-the-science 

media presentation assets, an enhanced Matz Art Gallery, and a center for Gloucester history. There will be  

a dedicated teen room, a beautiful expanded children’s room, study rooms for individual and group study,  

a 16-seat conference room, and much more. These will all be spaces for people to gather together, providing 

opportunities for connection to neighbors, colleagues, experts, and fellow learners.  

To learn more about Sawyer Free 2025 and how you can get involved in this transformative city project,  

visit sawyerfree2025.org.

Dale Avenue view 
of the 2025 SFL

  

Saunders 
House  

Honoring the Past | Building the Future

The plan to preserve and restore the historic Saunders House advanced this year thanks to funding from  

a Community Preservation Grant, the Bruce J. Anderson Fund of the Boston Foundation, and a Community 

Development Block Grant. The goal is an improved historic building that will complement the rest of the 

renovated Library with several contemporary community uses, such as meeting rooms and an art gallery.

Supported by the Library Corporation, Mehlin Conservation completed the cleaning and removal of 

discolored varnish on the historic WPA Frank L. Stoddard/Howard Curtis murals in the main stair hall, 

returning the paint colors to their original luster.

With the CPA Grant, Mehlin’s work continues in the Saunders House with restoration of the Howard Curtis 

murals in the Anderson Room. The grant also made it possible for the structural stabilization project to get 

underway with project drawings and technical specifications by Structures North Consulting Engineers, 

masonry, and timber repairs.

Future scopes of work will improve accessibility with the installation of a lift and ADA-compliant restrooms 

and replace outdated building systems, including HVAC, fire suppression, and electrical equipment.  

The Library Corporation has retained the Spencer Preservation Group for historic restoration  

architectural services. To learn more about the Saunders House Preservation and Restoration 

Project, visit SawyerFreeLibrary.org.
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COMMUNITY
impact

Celebrating Our Heritage

Gloucester has a proud heritage and a strong cultural identity that fosters a sense of belonging and community 

pride in our place. In December, Sawyer Free Library came alive on all three floors for our first “pre-COVID 

normal” festival, the Middle Street Walk, with partners Cape Ann Museum, Temple Ahavat Achim, UU Church 

and St. John’s Church.  The photo exhibit “Then and Now,” which showcased buildings and scenes from the 

1870s-1930s, and Saunders House WPA mural tours enticed people to come out to see images and hear 

stories about the street that has endured as the epicenter of Gloucester.  While at the Library, people lingered, 

crossed paths with old friends, met neighbors and made new acquaintances for the first time in many months.

“Absolutely educational. I learned so much on the history of the Saunders 

House and the locations the murals depicted.” – C. Murphy

Nurturing Young Readers

When schools went back in person in the fall, Sawyer Free Library started hosting class visits with 

elementary students from Veterans Memorial School temporarily located at St. Ann’s.  The students 

received their own library cards in the language of their choice—English, Arabic and Spanish

—and quickly became adventurous, capable library explorers. By Christmas break, students were  

writing love notes to Library staff about their favorite books and authors.   

“I wish I could live here at the Library.” - Gloucester 3rd grader. 

A LIBRARY CARD IS THE START
OF A LIFELONG ADVENTURE
           -LILIAN JACKSON BROWN
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FINANCIAL
Report 

CORPORATION PROFIT AND LOSS

 FY ‘22
 July 1 - June 30
Income

Contributions $206,441
Library 15,792
State Aid Funding 45,935
                  $ 268,168

Expenses

Overhead (Security,Main, Etc...) 228,031
Depreciation                                   130,630
Operating 135,921
Board of Trustees 149,406
Interest/Dividends (net)      555,803
Grant to SLF   350,000
            $1,549,791

Net Income (1,281,623)

Corporate Liquid Assets
Balance on 6.30.21 $6,743,237
Withdrawals   (1,124,878)
Investment Return                          (555,803)
Balance on 6.30.22 $5,062,556
 

By the Numbers

111,206 in person visits +217%
169,850 physical items circulated + 35%

8,749 participants at programs +203%

Playing Together

Gloucester and Sawyer Free Library’s first comic con event, GloCon, was one of the biggest events in 

Gloucester to date, attracting over 200 visitors to the Library in April.  The all-day, family-friendly event 

celebrated comics and graphic novels as art, literature and pop culture, and showcased the Library’s 

graphic novel and comic book collections.  The event brought together fans young and old, many of whom 

came in costumes.  Participants created their own comics with professional artists and partner Art Haven’s 

creative team, and got to meet Star Wars characters of the 501st New England Legion.

“I have had too much fun! Both me AND my granddaughter”—Donna G.

“This was one of the best days of my life!”
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OUR
Board

  

OUR 
Staff

Administration

Jenny Benedict
Library Director

Beth Pocock
Assistant Library Director

Lisa Jonas 
Administrative Assistant 

Children’s Services

Christy Rosso
Children’s Librarian

Marisa Hall
Children’s Librarian (Oct. - June) 

Justine Vitale
Children’s Supervisor

Katelyn Rivela
Children’s Library Assistant  
(Nov-June)

Jessica Laurie
Children’s Library Assistant  
(March - June)

Customer &  
Community Services

Helen Freeman
Collections & Technical Librarian

Julie Travers
Local History Librarian

Jenny Santomauro
Community Librarian

Meg O’Neill
Community Librarian (June)

Gail Mondello
Department Supervisor
Retired

Mari Martin
Library Assistant 

John Prybot 
Library Assistant (July - Jan)
Retired

Leah Svensson
Library Assistant 

Digital Services

Joella Allen
Digital Services
Librarian (June) 

Stephen Lajoie - Margelony
Technology Librarian (July - Nov)

Joanne Dunajski
Public Technology Assistant

Operating
$63,877.40

14%

Mern Sibley - Board President, Saunders House 
Stewardship, Building & Grounds, Governance,  
Executive, Began 2017

Fran Aliberte - Board Vice President, Corporate 
Communications Chair, Capital Projects, Governance, 
Executive - Began 2017 

Joe Grella - Treasurer of the Board, Capital Projects, 
Executive, Began 2018  

Anne-Marie Anderson - Board Secretary,  
Governance Chair, Executive, Began 2018

Peter Brau - Financial Review, Capital  
Projects, Began 2019

Jason Brisbois - Corporate Communications,  
Began 2019

John Day - Saunders House Stewardship Chair, 
Executive, Began 2019

Neil Glickstein - Building & Grounds, 
Began 2020

Jen Holmgren - Governance, 
Began 2022

Priscilla Malboeuf - Governance, 
Began 2018

Beth Morris - Saunders House Stewardship, 
Governance, Began 2021

Melanie Murray-Brown - Corporate  
Communications, Began 2020

Simon Paddock - Capital Projects Chair, 
Governance, Executive, Began 2017
 
Mayor Greg Verga 
ex officio 2021
 
Jenny Benedict - Library Director
ex officio 2020

Our Mission: 
To be a place of learning,  
innovation and creativity  
to nurture and strengthen  
the community.
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OUR
Volunteers

Richard &  Joyce Dodge

Frederica & Frankline Doeringer

Ellis Family Foundation 

Peter Dolan

Jean & William Dugan

Mary Kay Dyer

Rachel Edelman & Jones Talbot

John and Janet Egan

Gabriel Epstein 

Jasmine & Daniel Epstein

Kenneth & Alice Erickson

Susan Erony

Richard (Chuck) Everett

Michael & Ramona Faherty

Ronda Faloon

Catherine Fedorsky

Susan Fehrmann 

Peter Feinstein & Miriam Weinstein

Ann-Margaret Ferrante

Katherine S. Fichter

Susan Field

Barbara Fine

Meredith Fine

Eliza Foley

William Fonvielle & Carole Sharoff

Lila Fredrick

Helene & Hollis French

Howard Frisch

Julia Frost 

Jane Gagliardi

Jeanne Gallo & Sunny Robinson

Roger Garberg & Mern Sibley

Jerry Ackerman

Patricia Ahlers

Francis & Rebecca Aliberte

Margaret Allen

Glenn & Patricia Alto

Diane & Donald Amero

Karen Anastasia & Christopher Murphy

Anne-Marie Anderson

Sandra Andrew

Anonymous

Christine Armstrong

Arthur Ryan Trust

Brent Ashburn & Anne Morgan 

Ginger Attaya

Kelly Babson

Anne Babson Carter

Patricia Baker

Sally & Stephen Barusso

Gabrielle Barzaghi & Randolph Carr

Elizabeth & Martin Basch

Anna & Roland Baumgaertel

Catherine Bayliss

Geoffrey Bayliss

J.J. & Jackie Bell

John and Janis Bell

Karen Bell

Jenny Benedict

Mary Benham & John Ross

David & Sally Benjamin

Linda Berard 

Anthony & Patricia Linda Bertolino

Paula and Angelo Bertolino

Richard & Ellen Bianchini 

Bernice Blitz

Carla Bosch

Linda Bosselman

Tracy Bowen

Mary John Boylan

Sally Bradley - Golding

R. Billings Bramhall

Janice Brand

Peter Brau

John & Sarah Brennan

Casey Breton

Jason Brisbois

Julia Brotherton

Dale T. Brown

Jennifer Brown

Kat Brown

Melissa Buchanan

Sue Bumagin

Mary Burgarella

Tom Burger

Marjorie Burns

Wilma Busse

William & Geraldine Butman

Andrew & Margaret Calkins

Michael Cagemi

Bruce & Ann Campbell

Gail & Michael Campbell

Cape Ann Amateur Radio  
Association, Inc.
Cape Ann Chapter of the DAR

Cape Ann Savings Bank

Gibson & Sarah Carey

Janice Carlberg

Judith & James Caulkett

Lynne Cavender

Robert Chadbourne

Donald & Annette Chalmers

Jason & Kathryn Chaberlain

Thomas & Claudeete Chumura

Edith Choate

Irene Christ

Ruth Ann Clark

Helen Holland Clay

  

OUR
Donors

Samuel Cleaves

Irma Cohen

Hugh & Joan Collier

Linda Cook

J. Linzee Coollidge

Roger Corbin & Liz Serpa 

Dennis & Antoninette Corkery

Michael Costello

Christopher Counihan & Eleanor Marks

Frederick Cowan & Richard Gardner

Deborah Cramer & Daniel Greenbaum

Robert & Margaret Crandall

Denton Crews & Katherine German

Thomas & Patricia Cronin

Kathleen Cross

David & Martha Crowley

Bernadette & Asdrubal Cruz

William & Stephanie Cuff

Patricia Cummings

Robert & Jean Cunningham

Virginia Curcio

Jackie Curley

Pamela Curtis

Tracy Davis

Davis Family Fund  

Sharon & John Day

Deborah Decotis

Jane & Christopher Deerin

Jacqueline & Michael DeFalco

Stephanie DelTorchio

Paul Demers 

John & Karen DeQuardo

Stephen & Dawn Dexter

Christopher Dieck

Cathy Abbot 

Fran Aliberte 

Rebecca Aliberte 

Anne-Marie Anderson 

Linda Bosselman 

Peter Brau 

Jason Brisbois 

Dottie Cole 

Fred Allis Cowan 

Kelsey Cowen

John Day 

Chuck Everett 

Keri Eynon 

 Prudence Fish 

Lisa Christiansen-Foley 

Jane Gagliardi  

Nadav Gerber 

Kecia German 

Neil Glickstein 

Joe Grella 

Colleen Hogan-Lopez 

Jen Holmgren 

Christian Kelley 

Gail Kennedy 

Barbara Lambert 

Peter Lawrence 

Carol Linsky

Priscilla Malboeuf 

Shelagh McCauley 

Beth Morris 

Melanie Murray-Brown 

Sarah Oaks  

Susan Oleksiw 

Hannah Olson  

 David Ottenheimer 

Simon Paddock 

Christy Park 

Yushui Patel 

David Rhinelander 

Paul Romary 

Gail Sarofeen  

Jeff Shindell 

George Sibley 

Mern Sibley 

Marsha Sloane 

Jane Stephens 
Sara Stotzer  

Pat Thorpe 

Rob Trumbour 

Mary Weissblum 

Cindi Williams 

Michelle Williams 

Arianne Wolff 

Laurie Zidek-Sullivan



14 15

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 2 A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 2

Jennifer Holmgren

Peter Hornbeck & Martha Leven

Stephen Howard &  Jeanne 
Paula- Howard

Lawrence Howe

Bette  Hutchins
 
Lawrence Ingersoll

Sally Jackson

Robert & Patricia Jedrey

Linda Johnson

Jonathan Bayliss Society, Inc.

Patricia Johnson

Gail Kennedy

Lawrence Kenney

Daniel & Jan Klein

Richard & Helen Kluck

Peter & Karen Koch-Weser

Chad Konecky

Micael Kressley & 
Wendy Riggs-Smith

Paul & Deborah Krueger

Donald Kulju

Jacqualin LaFlam

Tina LaFlam

Ullabritt Lam

Katherine Lamson

Ellen Landrigan

Donna Lardiere

Thomas & Grace Lattof

Michael & Nancy Leavitt

Paul & Mary Lee

David & Margaret Leeco

John LeJeune

Janet Lettich

Amy Lew

Steven Lewis 

Ruth Liebermann

James Liebmann & Gail Scully

Michelle Linden

Martha Morgan Lindsay

Carol Linsky

Martha Lipshitz

Michael Lipton

Lucy Littlefield

Jeffery Lobel

Sarah Lonberg-Lew

Gretha & Vaugan Lovejoy

Patrick & Serena Low

Paul & Christine Lundberg

Martin & Barbara Luster

Dolores Mack

Hal Mackins

David & Ann MacLaughlin

Richard Maier

Priscilla Malboeuf

Lenore Maniaci

Noel Mann

Stanley Marchant

Charles Marcous

Grace Marino

Adah Marker

Francis Martin

Michael Martin

Robert Martin & Patricia Roach
 
Karen Maslow 

Ben Mastropieri

Barbara Mattson

Robert & Eileen Matz

Cheryl Mazer

David & Janet McAveeney

Roy and Shelagh McCauley 

John & Mary Ann McCormick

Lauren McDonald

John & Aria McElhenny

Paul & Catherine McGeary

Christine McGrath & Patrick Salony 

Dennis McGurk

Jay McLauchlan & Sarah Stotzer

Heather McNulty

Natalie Medici

Anne Meyer

John Michalowicz

Willaim Minigan

Timothy & Deborah Moore

Francesca Morgan & 
Charles Steinwedel

Gail Morgan

Wendy Morgan

Beth & Dan Morris

Susan Morrison

Dale Movalli

Daniel & Emily Murphy

Judith Murray

Melanie Murray-Brown

Gregory & Stephanie Neal

Network for Good

Harvey Noves

Sarah & Larry Oaks 

Ocean Crest Seafood

Stephen & Anna O’Connor

Martha O’Dea

Bruce O’Connor

Martha O’Dea

Elaine Ohlson

Dana Olson

Kevin & Emily R. O’Malley

Margaret O’Malley

Arlene & Gerald O’Neil

Simon & Beth Paddock

Marian &  Joseph Pallazola

Beverly Palmacci

James Parasole

Catherine Parisi

Jennifer Parker 

Gregg & Susan Parsons

Edward Payne & Maria Valenti

Leslie Pearlman

Martha Peer

Polly & George Perkins

Linda Pesce

David & Alison Pesky

Donald Pettit

Carolyn Plourde

Susan Pollack

Ted & Kathleen E. Pomfret

Jane Porter

Richard & Mary Powers

Dawn Pratson 

Shelly Pratt

Dick Prouty

Ocean Crest Seafood

Alicia Quintano

Martin & Kay Ray

JoAnne Reiss

Elizabeth Rhinelander 

Frederic Rhinelander 

Judith Ribbler

Ben & Courtney Richardson

Douglas Richardson

Ken Riehl

Joann & Donald Riley

Margaret & Pat Rizzi

Elizabeth Roland

Rocky Neck Art Colony 

John & Sandra Ronan

Joseph & Margaret Rosa

David & Nancy Rose

Frank & Carol Rose

Dale Rosen

Melvin & Martha Rosenblatt

Carolyn Rosenfield

Henry Rossi

The Rotary Club of  
Gloucester 

Carol Russell

Ryan Arthur

Stephen Sacca &  

Janet Ulwick-Sacca 

SafeGuard Blue

Estelle Samuels-Coder

Claire Sanford

Kathleen Santo

Hollis Sarah &  
John Curtis Perry

Robert & Nancy Schick Jr.

William & Beth Schulz

Phil & Susan Schwarz

Claudia Schweitzer

Vincie Scola

Gail Scully

Gail & Jim Seavey

SFL 2:00 - 4:00 Mahjong 
Group
 
Shannah Montessori School

Deb Sheedy

Pauline Sheedy

Joel & Bonnie Shelkrot

Marlene & Jeffrey Shindell

George & Ellen Sibley

Julie Sidon

Emily Siegel 

Pam Silva

Samuel Silverman

Grace Simpson

Elise Sinagra

Lois Simmonds

Margo Skwark

Michael & Diane Slezak

Isabel Sloane

Robert & Nancy Smith

Christopher Sobotowski

Steven & Linda Sojda

Robert Spanks Jr.

Marian Stanley

Lester Stockman

Margaret Strescino

Ted & Lauren Suchecki

Jack & Marie Sweeney

Leanora (Lee) Swekla

Charles Swift III

Holly Tanguary

Norma Tarr

Sara Treanor

Donna Tulla

Horace Turner

Patricia & Laurence Veator

Gonzalo Verdugo 

Margaret Wakeman

Penny Warren

Brenda Waslick

Deborah Way

Robert Webber

Suellen Wedmore

Barry & Susan Weiner

Michael & Candace Wheeler

Deborah Whitten

Edward Widmer

Paul & Michelle Williams

Jonathan Wilson

Vincie Woodhams

Bruce & Ellen Wright

  

More 
Donors

Ana Garcia

Lucile Gatchell

Jonas Gavelis & Bonnie Sylvester

Myron & Eileen Geller

Greg Gibson 

Robert & Pixie Gillis

Jeff Glickman

Neil Glickstein

Samantha Goddess

Barry M. Goldman

William & Susan Goodall

Nina & Steve Goodick

Laila Goodman & Barry Moir

Nancy Goodman & Jim Gutstadt

Barrett & Pamela Goodman

Jane Goodwin

Beth & Rob Gordon

Jerome & Patricia Goulart

Naomi & Daniel Graham

Mary-Kathryn Gray

David & Katherine Greenburg

Joe & Joanne Grella

Abbie Lundberg & Tony Gross

Catherine Gunn

Anne Hadley & Thomas Vawter

Patricia Hadley 

Myra Hall

Jonathan Hardy & Alexandra 
Rhinelander 

Laura Harrington 

Joann Hart

Richard Harvey &  
Katherine Morrison

Thomas & Margaret Harvey

Eleanor Hatcher 

Andrea & Jack Hauck

Karin Hawkinson

David & Joan Hayes

Joanne Hobbs

Oswald Hodges

Nancy Hodgkins

Harry Hoglander

Nick & Debe Holland

Margaret Hollender



Freedom is a Public Library

                                          -Paula Fox 

SFL  a t  21 Main  S t ree t ,  
Glouces ter  MA 01930  
978.325.5500 
www.sawyer f ree l ibrar y.org

DISCOVER THE PAST, CREATE THE FUTURE

We provide support and funding for programs 

and activities that enhance the experience of visitors 

to the library. The interests of the community drive our efforts 

to deliver a wide range of programs, from speakers on local 

history to authors, and from discounted museums passes to 

scholarships for local art students. 

We are grateful for our generous members whose dues, 

hard work, and dedication help us fulfill our mission. 

Please consider joining The Friends today and become 

a part of the Library’s enrichment of our community.

DISCOVER THE PAST, CREATE THE FUTURE

The Lyceum continues to enrich the lives of Cape Ann 

residents through thought-provoking and intellectually 

rewarding programs in the arts, humanities, science, 

politics, business, and communication. We strive to 

select presenters from the extensive pool of talented 

local citizens, integrate feedback from every audience, 

and maintain the highest standards for each program. 


