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1.0

Visual assessment. Paul observed the beech tree and considers the tree at high risk
for structural failure.

The main stem (trunk) of the tree could fail, probably approximately 2/3 of the way
up the tree and/or other significant branches could break in a storm. Risk is deter-
mined by considering the probability of failure and the severity of the consequences
of that failure (consequences are factors such as damage to people or property):
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Paul pointed to both Nectria and Decay Fungi visible on the trunk of the tree. These
can not be eliminated and will continue to cause deterioration of the tree over time.

2.0

Possible construction impacts. Although the majority of the active roots of the tree
are to the north and east of the stem, compaction and any disturbance to the root
zone will cause more stress for the tree. Construction to the south and west of the
tree could at best maintain the tree in its current condition (already at high risk for
structural failure).

3.0

Mitigation. The crown of the tree could be reduced in size to attempt to mitigate
wind problems. A few significant lateral branches on the west side would need to be
removed for construction access.

3.1

The approximate cost of pruning the tree is $3,500. The approximate cost for remov-
ing the tree is $6,000.

4.0

Replacement tree. Paul suggested that this site could accept a new beech tree. A
6-8" caliper tree (approximate height of 18-25") would cost $6,000-$10,000 (includes
purchase and installation).
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