
“The Sawyer Free Library was a constant antidote to the doldrums 

throughout the pandemic, offering everything from online lectures, 

yoga classes for kids, to activities and equipment on loan for pick-up, 

and favorite books and movies on rainy days. Having access

 to a remote workspace with free wi-fi within a few blocks 

was a saving grace.” – Lenore Maniaci 

GLOUCESTER LYCEUM & SAWYER FREE L IBRARY 

2021 ANNUAL REPORT

DISCOVER THE PAST, CREATE THE FUTURE
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 LETTER  
from the President  
our Board of Trustees

The Sawyer Free Library’s mission is to be a place of learning, innovation, and creativity to support 

the community we serve. In this very challenging year, we have learned that whether our Library services 

are delivered in a physical location or digitally, they’re not just “nice-to-haves” - our services are vital  

to our community. During these COVID times, our dedicated Library staff created virtual environments  

with responsive programming and learning opportunities for all ages. Online book clubs regularly ignited 

dialogue and forged connections across age groups and interests. Storytimes evolved from recorded  

videos to interactive experiences, allowing children and caregivers to sing and socialize with one another 

safely. And our Lyceum hosted acclaimed authors and engaging cultural programming for adults to learn 

about our community and the wider world. 

The Library initiated many new and now permanent services. We strategically invested in Digital Devices

To Go, lending laptops, e-readers, tablets, and Wi-Fi hot spots to students, workers, job seekers, 

and caretakers. We dramatically expanded our collection of e-books, downloadable audiobooks and 

online resources in response to the increase in our residents’ needs. 
In this very challenging year, we have learned  

that whether our Library services are delivered  

in a physical location or digitally, they’re not just  

“nice-to-haves” - these services are vital to  

our community. 

During the past year, the Library also advanced plans  to preserve and restore  

the historic Saunders House with a concept design approved by the Saunders 

House Stewardship Committee and the Library Board. Work got underway 

with the conservation of the WPA Frederick L. Stoddard/Howard Curtis murals 

in the main stair hall.  Also, the Library submitted a CPA grant for stabilization 

work related to brick and timber structural repairs and for restoration of 

the Anderson Room murals.

We owe a tremendous “thank you” to Library Director Jenny Benedict

 and the entire Sawyer Free Library staff for their innovative solutions  

during these demanding and challenging times.

Thanks to all of you for your support of our Sawyer Free Libary. 

Marion H. Sibley, President 

Gloucester Lyceum & Sawyer Free Library

Lisa Mehlin of Essex working on the mural restoration 

WPA Frederick L. Stoddard/Howard Curtis murals
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CAPITAL
Project

Sawyer Free Library

The project to renovate and expand the Sawyer Free Library is a once in 50-year opportunity to secure  

the future of our public institution. This year, the Library Board finalized the conceptual design for a renovation 

of the existing building and an expansion with a new modern addition toward School Street. The plan realizes 

our vision by respecting our history and modernizing our building for technological advancements, new 

methods of learning and new ways of sharing ideas and information. 

The Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners determined that the updated design meets the

programming requirements for the Massachusetts Public Library Construction Program provisional grant  

of $9,030,047.  With these milestones accomplished, the newly established Sawyer Library Foundation is 

moving forward with plans for fundraising and the Library Board is laying the groundwork to have this project 

of revitalization and reimagination shovel-ready by early 2023.

Dale Avenue view of the 2025 SFL

  

COMMUNITY  
Impact

Changing People’s Lives Every Day

In 2021, Gloucester residents adapted to numerous changes in how they worked, went to school, played

and socialized. At Sawyer Free Library, we heard every day how instrumental our tools and resources were 

to enriching people’s quality of life and supporting their path to survival. This is how we built a stronger 

community.

Supporting job seekers to  

get back to work

This year, Sawyer Free Library launched  

Job Seeker Resources, a program funded  

by an LSTA grant through the Massachusetts  

Board of Library Commissioners. The combination  

of online workshops and recommended physical  

and online resources supported residents to find job opportunities and develop skills, tools and       

confidence in job searching. 

Job seeker Maria Beck who has been out of work for over 2 years shared, “It was really  

after I updated my resume and changed how I was writing my cover letters with tips  

and suggestions from the program that I started seeing some action from potential 

employers. The weekly sessions gave me a sense of being back in the working world--

having connections with other people and learning new tools built my confidence  

back up.” Maria has had 5 interviews and will keep at it until she lands the right  

job with the right company.

Job Seekers Online Resources 
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Keeping kids on track for school success

Research shows that children who read at home after school, on 

weekends and during the summer months have greater success  

with grade-level reading and even improving their test scores.  

Our librarians are experts in nurturing a love of reading and inspiring 

children to play with stories and language. 

Parent Gina Robertson says, “My children and I go  

to the Sawyer Free Library about once a week to  

browse and check out books. We deeply appreciate  

the knowledgeable librarians. Through COVID,  

we probably had 100 books out all the time. My kids  

love sitting with big piles of books around them. Now  

that they are older, they love reading about their interests. 

When the books about Sacajawea came in, my daughter 

immersed herself and got lost in that girl’s world for 

hours on end.”

Helping digital learners to navigate a digital world

Digital skills are essential for achieving success at work and in school and for people 

to feel included in our community. At the Sawyer Free Library, digital learning is 

a lifelong opportunity for everyone in our community.  

This year we launched our Digital Devices to Go collection and Device Advice

service.  People who otherwise would not have had a connection to the Internet 

checked out the 13 wi-fi hotspots 263 times and the 10 Chromebooks 131 times. 

Each checkout provided a Gloucester household with two weeks of Internet access.  

One-on-one Device Advice appointments were consistently booked with people 

asking for assistance with accessing digital library resources and enabling device 

accessibility settings for visual impairments.

“The Sawyer Free Library’s Device Advice program helped  

me immensely.  The library staff helped me climb out of 

the “fossil age” and into getting closer to functioning in 

the technological age. At the young age of 75, I am just 

beginning to learn my way around a laptop.  You can teach 

an old dog new tricks if the teacher (i.e. librarian) is patient!” 

  —Digital Learner Marilyn Amspacher.

The Robertson Family

Keeping kids on track

Marilyn Amspacher and Joann Dunajski, Public 
Technology Assistant

Stephen Lajoie, Technology Librarian
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FINANCIAL
Report 

Expenses Fiscal Year 2021

Overhead 
(Security, Main, Etc.)

$217,604

Income Fiscal Year 2021

Investments/
Interest / Dividends

$1,122,745

Contributions
$131,047

             Other
             $10

State Aid Funding
$48,840

Library
$10,772

Member $29,919

Grant to Sawyer Free 
Library Foundation

$150,000

Board of 
Trustees

$120,665

Depreciation
$127,676

Operating
$82,745

CORPORATION PROFIT AND LOSS

 FY ‘21
 July 1 - June 30
Income
Contributions $131,047 
Library 10,772
State Aid Funding 48,840
Interest/Dividends   1,122,745 
Other     10
                  $ 1,313,414

Expenses
Member $29,919
Overhead  217,604
Depreciation                                 127,676
Operating 82,745
Board of Trustees 120,665
Grant to SLF   150,000
              $728,609

Net Income 584,805

Corporate Liquid Assets
Balance on 6.30.20 $5,686,360
Withdrawals   (453,670)
Investment Return                       1,122,745

Balance on 6.30.21 $6,355,426
 

Connecting newcomers and life long residents 
to our community

In April, Sawyer Free Library with key support from

Wellspring House launched a new community 

website, Gloucester Connection. The site centralizes 

and consolidates local and current information about 

Gloucester’s educational, health care and social services. 

With a multilingual and searchable online directory and 

event calendar, the site is a welcoming connection  

for newcomers to Gloucester and lifelong residents. 

In the first six months, close to 900 new users   

have visited the site.

Newcomer Brenda Allerdt, student in Wellspring House’s Adult Learning Initiative  

College Readiness Program, said, “I was introduced to the Gloucester Connection  

through Wellspring. I wish it had been here when I moved to Gloucester in 2019.  

It is a great way to find the things that I need that Gloucester offers. When I first  

came to the area, like any other new resident I had questions and had to look  

all over but now with this website anyone with questions from basic needs to 

transportation can get all of their answers right here in one spot! 

It’s an excellent resource, one that I now use often and have been spreading  

the word about it to my friends.” 

Exploring Gloucester Connection 
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OUR 
Staff

Administration

Jenny Benedict
Library Director

Beth Pocock
Assistant Library Director

Lisa Jonas 
Administrative Assistant (May-June)

Annemarie Sanfilippo
Administrative Assistant (Dec-April)

Stella Mantzourani
Administrative Assistant (July-Nov)
Retired

Children’s Services

Christy Rosso
Children’s Librarian

Justine Vitale
Children’s Supervisor

Linda Bosselman (July-Nov)
Library Assistant
Retired

Kristen Lauderdale
Library Assistant (July-Aug)

Katelyn Rivela
Children’s Library Assistant  
(Nov-June)

Customer &  
Community Services

Helen Freeman
Collections & Technical Librarian

Jacklyn Linsky
Local History Librarian

Jenny Santomauro
Community Librarian

Julie Travers
Community Librarian (Feb-June)

Lara Vilahomat
Community Librarian (July-Nov)

Mari Martin
Library Assistant

John Prybot
Library Assistant

Cindi Williams
Library Assistant (July-Oct)
Retired

Leah Svensson
Library Assistant (Dec-June)

Operating
$63,877.40

14%

Fran Aliberte - Corporate Communications
Chair, Capital Projects, Began 2017

Anne-Marie Anderson - Secretary
Began May 2018

Peter Brau
Began 2019 

Jason Brisbois
Corporate Communications, Building & Grounds 
Chair, Began 2019

Fred Allis Cowan
Past President, Building & Grounds Chair,  
Capital Projects. 2012 - 2021

John Day
Began 2019  

Peter Feinstein 
2017 - 2021

Neil Glickstein 
Began 2020

Joe Grella
Treasurer, Began 2018

Priscilla Malboeuf  
Began 2018

Beth Morris
Began 2021

Melanie Murray-Brown
Began 2020 

Simon Paddock
Capital Projects Chair, Began 2017

Joann Riley
Sanders House Stewardship
2018 - 2020

Mern Sibley - President, 
Sanders House Stewardship, Began Feb 2017

Marsha Sloane 
Lyceum Committee Liaison,
2019 -2021

Mayor Sefatia Romeo-Theken
ex officio 2015

Jenny Benedict
ex officio 2020

Sawyer Free Library Director Jenny Benedict. Ribbon 
cutting celebrating the new awning over the library’s 
amphitheater in memory of longtime board member and 
civic leader Janis Davidson Stelluto. 

Justine Vitale, Children’s Room Supervisor 

SFL’s Own Clawdia

  

OUR
Board

Our Vision: 
To foster the values of place, belonging  
and connection in the Gloucester community.
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OUR
Volunteers

Fran Aliberte 
Trustees, Corporate Communications, Capital Project 

Rebecca Aliberte - Friends & Children’s

Anne-Marie Anderson - Trustees, Secretary,  
Governance

Saira Austin - Lyceum

Linda Bosselman - Friends 

Peter Brau - Trustees, Financial Review

Jason Brisbois - Trustees, Corporate Communications

Lisa Christiansen-Foley - Friends

Fred Cowan - Trustees, Building & Grounds

John Day - Trustees, Saunders House Stewardship

Chuck Everett - Building & Grounds

Peter Feinstein - Trustees

Pru Fish - Saunders House Stewardship

Jane Gagliardi - Friends

Kecia German - Friends, Building & Grounds

Neil Glickstein - Trustees, Building & Grounds

Joe Grella - Trustees, Finance, Capital Projects

Colleen Hogan-Lopez - Friends

Rosemary Howarth - Friends

Barbara Lambert - Saunders House Stewardship

Priscilla Malboeuf - Trustees, Governance

Shelagh McCauley - Friends

Scott Memhard - Building & Grounds

Melanie Murray-Brown - Trustees,  
Corporate Communications

Sarah Oaks - Corporate Communications

Susan Oleksiw - Lyceum & Matz

Dan Ottenheimer - Building & Grounds

Simon Paddock - Trustees, Capital Projects

Christy Park - Lyceum & Matz

Tom Queeney - Financial Review

David Rhinelander - Saunders House Stewardship

Joann Riley - Trustees

Gail Sarofeen - Friends

Todd Shafavall - Financial Review

Jeff Shindell - Friends

Mern Sibley -  Trustees, Saunders House Stewardship

Marsha Sloane - Trustees, Lyceum

Jane Stephens - Friends

Patrick Thorpe - Financial Review

Cindi Williams - Lyceum

Michelle Williams - Corporate Communications

Davis Family Fund -  
Fidelity Charitable

John Day

Jacqueline & Michael DeFalco

Stephanie DelTorchio

Karen DeQuardo

Stephen F. Dexter

Christopher Dieck

Richard &  Joyce Dodge

Cathy Doe

Frederica Doeringer

Peter Dolan

Jean Dugan

D. Rachel Edelman

John Egan III

Leane Ellis

William V. Ellis

Energy North Group

Jane Fosberry Enos

Daniel Epstein

Kenneth Erickson

John Essery Electrician, Inc.

Richard (Chuck) Everett

Michael & Ramona Faherty

Ronda Faloon

Sidney Falthzik M.D.

Susan Fehrmann

Peter Feinstein

Ann-Margaret Ferrante

Deborah Fineberg

Christian Fisher

Lila Fredrick

Jerry Ackerman

Sten Afklinteberg

Francis & Rebecca Aliberte

Margaret Allen

Glenn & Patricia Alto

American Retirement & 
Investment Strategies, LLC
Donald Amero

Anne-Marie Anderson

Jen and Ron Schoolhouse Fund

Kathleen Anderson

Judith Ann Arisman

Christine Armstrong

Teresa G Arnold

Kathryn Asaro

Ginger Attaya

Charles Austin

Saira Austin

Kelly Babson

Patricia Baker

BankGloucester

Ann Banks

Amy Barry

Stephen Barusso

Tracy Barusso

Elizabeth Basch

Catherine Bayliss

Geoffrey Bayliss

Kenneth Beal

J.J. Bell

Karen Bell

Jenny Benedict

David Benjamin

Linda Berard

Sheri Bergmann

Cynthia Bjorlie

Nicole Bogin

Courtney Boniface

Linda Bosselman

Paul Boucher

Janet Boudreau

Tracy Bowen

R. Billings Bramhall

Janice Brand

Peter Brau

Barbara Braver

Lise Breen

John Brennan

Steve Brettler

Jason Brisbois

Julia Brotherton

Dale T. Brown

Jennifer Brown

Robert George Bryant

Stephanie Buck

Mary Burgarella

Tom Burger

Wilma Busse

Robert Cahill

Andrew Calkins

Bruce Campbell

Barbara Cane

Cape Ann Amateur Radio  
Association, Inc.
Cape Ann Business Law

Cape Ann Chapter of the DAR

Cape Ann Savings Bank

J. Gibson Carey

Janice Carlberg

Mark Carlotto

Steven Caruso

Judith Caulkett

Donald Chalmers

Richard & Charlotte Chane

  

OUR
Donors

Ted &  Jan Charles

Linda Charpentier

Debra Cheney

Thomas & Claudette Chmura

Lisa Christiansen

Michael Chu

Victoria Cowling Chu

Ruth Ann Clark

Diane Cocchiarella

Irma Cohen

William Colby

Hugh Collier

Constance Condon

John Connor

Linda Cook

J. Linzee Coolidge

Roger Corbin

Michael Costello

Christopher Counihan

Douglas Cowan

Frederick Allis Cowan

David Cox

Deborah Cramer

Robert Crandall

Denton Crews

Thomas Cronin

Kathleen Cross

Mary Jane Crotty

Asdrubal Cruz

Joan Cummiskey

Robert W. Cunningham

Kory Curcuru

Tracy Davis

Hogan-Lopez Family Kaya Nome balancing her reading 
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Peter Hornbeck

Lawrence Ingersoll

Robert & Patricia Jedrey

Ruth Katsikas

Linda Katz

Gail Kennedy

Lawrence Kenney

Daniel Klein

Richard & Helen Kluck

Donald Kulju

Jacqualin LaFlam

Ullabritt Lam

Katherine Lamson

Donna Lardiere

Thomas Lattof

Ann Leamon

Nancy Leavitt

Paul Lee

David Leeco

John LeJeune

Amy Lew

Ruth Liebermann

Michelle Linden

Martha Morgan Lindsay

Carol Linsky

Martha Lipshitz

Lucy Littlefield

Sandy & Jan Loewen

Long Beach Realty Trust

Patrick Low

Martin &  Barbara Luster

Dolores Mack

Hal Mackins

David MacLaughlin

Richard Maier

Priscilla Malboeuf

Lenore Maniaci

Noel Mann

Stanley Marchant

Charles Marcous

Grace Marino

Adah Marker

Michael Martin

Eileen Matz

Larry Maver

Elizabeth Mayer

Cheryl Mazer

David McAveeney

Henry McCarl

Barbara McCarthy

Mary Ann McCormick

Robert McCrae

John McElhenny

Paul McGeary

Mary Jane McGlennon

Jacqueline McGonigal

Dennis McGurk

William McQueen

Natalie Medici

Sonja Merz

Anne Meyer

John Michalowicz

Barry Moir

Timothy Moore

Nancy Morgan

Veronica Morgan

Wendy Morgan

Beth Morris

Katherine Morrison

Daniel Murphy

Melanie Murray-Brown

Mary Eugenia Myer

Earle Nason

John & Wendy Nasser

Susanna Natti

Gregory Neal

Elizabeth Neumeier

David & Christine Nugent

Sarah Oaks

Bruce O’Connor

Martha O’Dea

Elaine Ohlson

Emily R. O’Malley

Margaret O’Malley

Simon Paddock

Marian &  Joseph Pallazola

Beverly Palmacci

James Parasole

Catherine Parisi

George Parkhurst

Gregg Parsons

Sue Bumagin & Paul Korn

Jeanne Paula-Howard

Richard Peace

Leslie Pearlman

Martha Peer

John Curtis Perry

Linda Pesce

David Pesky

Donald Pettit

Ralph Pierce

Susan Pollack

Ted & Kathleen E. Pomfret

Jeffrey Pope

Jane Porter

Conor Powers

Shelly Pratt

Preferred Air, Inc.

Stephen Provizer

Katherine Prum

John Prybot

Susan Quateman

Donna Lynn Ramsden

Jessica Redis

JoAnne Reiss

Alexandra C. Rhinelander

David Rhinelander

Elizabeth Rhinelander

Frederic Rhinelander

Jeanne Rhinelander

Mary F. Rhinelander

Douglas Richardson

Joann Riley

Margaret & Pat Rizzi

Margaret Robinson

Linda A. Rogers

John Ronan

Joseph Rosa

Margaret D. Rosa

Carol Rose

David Rose

Jane A. Rose

David Rosen

Melvin & Martha Rosenblatt

John Ronald Ross

Henry Rossi

The Rotary Club of  
Gloucester

Cynthia Roth

Carol Russell

Estelle Samuels-Coder

Gail Sarofeen

Susan Scangas

Robert Schick Jr.

William Schulz

Susan Schwarz

Vincie Scola

Gail Scully

Gail Seavey

Terry Segal

Carole Sharoff

Pauline Sheedy

Joel Shelkrot

Jeffrey &  Marlene Shindell

George Sibley

Marion (Mern) Sibley

Samuel Silverman

Lois Simmonds

Margo Skwark

Michael Slezak

Bruce Slifer

Marsha Sloane

Richard Sloane

Robert & Nancy Smith

Christopher Sobotowski

Steven Sojda

Charles Steiner

Stephanie Steinwedel

Michael R. Stelluto

Lester Stockman

Margaret Strescino

Ted Suchecki

Marie Sweeney

Leanora (Lee) Swekla

Bonnie L Sylvester

Holly Tanguay

Norma Tarr

Richard Teller

Patrick Thorpe

Annemarie Tirella

Helena Torres

Donna Tulla

Janet Ulwick-Sacca

Denise Vadala

Maria Valenti

Kathlyn Valianti

Robine Vaneck

Thomas Vawter

Patricia Veator

Laura Ventimiglia

Lucinda Viator

Marc & Roseann Vidal

Hazel von Rosenvinge

Ana Maria Waddey

Heidi Wakeman

Judith Winslow Walcott

Brenda Waslick

Suellen Wedmore

Robert Weeks

Barry & Susan Weiner

Deborah Weinstock-Savoy

Michael Wheeler

Jane Wierbicky

Laura Wiessen

Cynthia Williams

Paul & Michelle Williams

Austin Wonson

Vincie Woodhams

Keith Zellman

  
More
Donors

Helene French

Howard Frisch

Ruth Fritz

Jane Gagliardi

Karin Gale

Jeanne Gallo

Ana Garcia

Helen Garland

Lucile Gatchell

Myron Geller

Robert Gillis Jr.

Mary-Louise Giuliano

Neil Glickstein

Samantha Goddess

Jonathan Golding

M. Barry Goldman

William & Susan Goodall

Nina & Steve Goodick

Jane Goodwin

Jerome Goulart

Naomi Graham

Mary-Kathryn Gray

Joe & Joanne Grella

Abbie Lundberg & Tony Gross

Catherine Gunn

Myra Hall

Joy Halsted

Patricia Hand

Sandra Cain Harris

Thomas & Margaret Harvey

Eleanor Hatcher

Jessica Hauck

Karin Hawkinson

David Hayes

Walter Herlihy

Michael & Ingrid Hillinger

Deb Hird

Joanne Hobbs

Nancy Hodgkins

Colleen Hogan-Lopez

Debe &  Nick Holland

Meg Hollender
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