
          
        
        
    

Sawyer Free Library and Wellspring House present “Portraits of Cape Ann Immigrants”                                          
a collaborative photographic exhibition that celebrates stories of reliance and hope 

Opening Reception to be held on Thursday evening November 14th at Sawyer Free Library 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (November 8, 2019) Gloucester, MA - - The Sawyer Free Library (SFL) and 
Wellspring House are pleased to announce their collaborative photographic exhibition "Portraits of Cape Ann 
Immigrants," will open on Thursday, November 14.  The exhibition, on display at the Library through December, 
presents stories of recent immigrants to Cape Ann and celebrates their stories of resilience and hope.  

Imagine a life of forced removal from a war-ridden home at just seven years old, where you had to flee by foot across the 
continent to the safety of a resettlement camp. For Francis, this was just the beginning of his long journey from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo to Gloucester.  

He is just one of the twenty immigrants from countries across the globe, including Syria, China, Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, India, and Myanmar, whose portraits and experiences are a part of this exhibition. Each panel reflects and 
underscores our common humanity, allowing exhibit onlookers the opportunity to appreciate the diverse backgrounds that 
define Gloucester and the United States. 

"We've all come from somewhere," is the simple concept behind "Portraits of Cape Ann Immigrants." Gloucester has 
always been a city of immigrants. Like those who preceded them, the people featured have traveled great distances to 
make life better for themselves and their families. They come to escape civil war, gang violence, and government 
repression. They are looking for safety, quality education, and economic opportunities for their families. They miss much 
about their native countries, yet, in spite of all the challenges, they are grateful to call Cape Ann home.  

For over a decade, Wellspring and the Sawyer Free Library have partnered to offer free English classes and one-to-one 
tutoring to these newest members of the community, helping them acclimate to their new life. The program serves over 
100 students, thanks to a team of three staff and 40 volunteers. Whether students are practicing English for daily life, 
pursuing more advanced preparation to take the GED or HiSET test, or getting ready to enter college or job training, staff 
and volunteers tailor their approach to the individual student. This collaboration is based on a shared understanding that 
all people are vital contributors to the success of our community and our collective future.  

"Our goal is to create an exhibit that will educate the community about current immigration trends and will humanize their 
experiences. The show celebrates Wellspring students and honors their powerful journeys to Cape Ann. There is so much 
the community of Gloucester can learn from newly arriving families that will enrich and strengthen our daily lives said 
Melissa Dimond, Wellspring House's Executive Director.  

"What often gets lost in the national debate on immigration is the human dimension, an understanding of the lives of those 
people who give everything up to come here. We hope that these beautiful portraits will help connect Cape Ann residents 
or community members with those whose experiences might be vastly different than their own and foster a greater sense 
of acceptance and understanding throughout the community, said Beth Pocock SFL's Assistant Director.  

The opening reception of "Portraits of Cape Ann Immigrants" will be on Thursday, November 14, from 6:30–8 p.m. 
at the Sawyer Free Library located at 2 Dale Avenue in Gloucester. The evening is open and free to the public to attend 
and enjoy with refreshments provided by The Open Door. The exhibit will be on view through December.  



The exhibition was made possible with the help of many committed individuals. Miriam Weinstein, a local writer and 
Wellspring tutor, volunteered hours of her time to interview and edit the immigrants' stories. Tracy Davis served as the 
photographer. Graphic designer and artist Ann Holt contributed her creative talent and organized the panels. James Eves 
and Anna Baglaneas Eves owners of Cape Ann Giclee generously provided the materials and their expertise to produce all 
the prints. A conversation that began over a year ago between Melissa Buchanan of Wellspring and Beth Pocock of 
Sawyer Free Library sparked the process that culminated in this photographic essay.  

# # #  

About Sawyer Free Library: “Portraits of Cape Ann Immigrants" is a part of the SFL's new initiative, "The Civic Hub" 
which aims to create opportunities that foster civic engagement and discussion on issues facing our community locally 
and beyond. Through its hundreds of free programs it offers each year, SFL strives to redefine itself as Gloucester’s center 
for ideas and exploration that supports personal advancement, provide opportunities for civic engagement and strengthen 
the community they serve.  To learn more, visit sawyerfreelibrary.org.  

About Wellspring House:  Wellspring House is guided by the vision of a just society where every member of our 
community thrives. It is an innovative and welcoming learning environment where people push beyond the limits of their 
lives to realize success and fulfillment. Wellspring's mission is to inspire families and adults on the North Shore to achieve 
employment and financial security through stable housing, education, job training, and career readiness. Wellspring's 
ESOL program is designed to assist adult students to gain and strengthen English proficiency to prepare for further 
education, job training and new employment opportunities. For information email education@wellspringhouse.org or call: 
(978) 281-3558, ext. 342. 

MEDIA CONTACT:   Tracy Davis | tracy@tracydavispr.com  | 617-529-6513
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